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Poly-3 -hydroxy- -butyric acid (I) is recovered from an aq. 
suspension of bacterial cells by spaying the suspension into a gas 
stream at >=100 degrees (100-500) degrees C to evaporate the water, 
then solvent extracting (I) from the dried cells. 

Pref . the cells are first washed to removed lipids and/or pigment, 
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(I) can be used as a plastics material, e.g. the extracted solns . 
can be used directly for solvent -casting coatings, films or fibres. The 
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spray-drying stage weakens the cells so that a separate milling stage 
is not required. 
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